
Audition Pack 

Ottershaw Players present Lord Arthur Savile's Crime 

By Constance Cox.  Story by Oscar Wilde 

Directed by Peter Moore.  07930 451317.  peter.c.moore@gmail.com

Audition Dates 

Read-through for members of Ottershaw Players on Monday 25th February, 7.30pm.  Public auditions on Thursday 28th February and Sunday 2nd March, 
also at 7.30pm. All to be held at Brook Hall, Brox Road, Ottershaw.  The format of the auditions is still to be decided.  If anyone is interested in auditioning for 
this production, but is unable to make either of the audition dates, please contact Peter Moore ASAP.

Production Dates / Location

Week commencing 25th May 2008 at the Rhoda McGaw Theatre, Woking

Rehearsals 

We will rehearse on Sunday evenings and one other evening (suitable for cast) each week.  The last couple of weeks we will probably go to three rehearsals per 
week.  Sunday rehearsals at Brook Hall.  Weekday rehearsals at a venue to be decided.

Period 

1890s - costume to be in keeping with the period. 



Character Notes  

Lord Arthur 

Age 20s - 40s.  Not very bright.  Rich. Pleasant.  Believes that Sybil loves him "to distraction". Happy.  Loves Sybil.  Doesn't keep up with gossip.  A gambling 
man, but not to excess. A bit gullible.  Believes Podgers implicitly.  Grateful to pay him for the information about his "murder". 

Baines 

Lord Arthur's butler. Old enough to have served Arthur's father.  Intelligent.  Devoted. Faithful.  In love with Arthur?  Doesn't approve of Arthur's marriage 
plans.  Admires Podgers (at first).  Has a strict moral code.  Practical and unflappable. Will do anything to help Arthur, including helping him to murder members 
of his family. 

Sybil Merton 

Arthur's fiancée.  Beautiful. Gifted. Sweet. Charming.  Rich.  Loves Arthur.  Good taste (decorated A's house).  Complicit in his plans to commit murder. 

The Dean of Paddington 

Old chap.  Arthur's uncle.  Named "Robert".  Clergyman.  Poor memory.  Collects clocks.  Likes his food. Will perform Arthur and Sybil's marriage ceremony. 

Lady Margaret Windemere 

Arthur's aunt.  His mother's younger sister. Young enough to still be vibrant and attractive.  Has met Mr Podgers and doesn't like him. 

Lady Clementina Beauchamp 

Arthur's great-aunt.  His father's aunt.  Elderly.  Rheumatic.  Gambling problem.  No money, in debt.  Supported financially by Arthur.   Once a good-time, party 
girl.  Likes the men! 



Lady Julia Merton 

Sybil's mother.  Doesn't trust Arthur.  No taste (according to Lady W).  Used to being right and not being challenged. Arrogant. 

Mr Podgers 

A cheiromantist.   Has an "expressive face".  Motivated by money (obvious at all levels of his character).  A fraud.  Blackmailer.  Outwardly seems bland, 
inoffensive and comical - but turns steely and strong when blackmailing Arthur. 

Nellie 

Parlour maid.  Young.  Newly hired in expectation of A's marriage. "Not uncomely".  Flirtatious.

Herr Frederick Winkelkopf 

An anarchist.  German.  About 40 (flexible).  Voluble.  Excitable.  "President of the Royal Society of Anarchists. Humanitarian Branch".

Synopsis 

The play is a black comedy, in three acts, requiring 5 male and 5 female actors. Set in 1890, all action 
takes place in the drawing-room of Lord Arthur Savile’s house in Grosvenor Square, London. 

Lord Arthur Savile is engaged to be married to Sybil Merton.  Her mother, Lady Julia, brings Mr Podgers to a soiree being hosted by Arthur.
Podgers is a cheiromantist (not to be confused with a chiropodist!), or a palm-reader.  He has become a celebrity in society by exposing scandals which have 
wrecked several marriages.  Lady Julia wants Podgers to read Arthur’s hand to ensure that he has never done anything which would disgrace her daughter.
Podgers reads Arthur’s hand and declares him to be a good suit for marriage.  However, in private, he tells Arthur that he is doomed to commit murder at some 
time in the future.
Arthur decides (with typical Wildean logic) that it would be best to commit the murder before he gets married, to save Sybil the embarrassment.  So he plots, 
with his butler Baines and a German anarchist named Winkelkopf, on the best course of action.
A poisoned sweet, intended for his bankrupt aged great-aunt, Lady Clementia, finds its way into Arthur’s drink and he narrowly escapes death. 



An exploding clock, intended for his Uncle, the Dean of Paddington (who should be performing the marriage ceremony, eventually) misfires, as does an 
exploding umbrella, also intended for the Dean.

With each failed attempted murder, Arthur is forced to postpone the wedding, leading Sybil to believe that he does not love her.  In order to make her understand 
he has to explain the real situation, which she accepts coolly and to his delight she assists with the plans to commit a murder. 

After an attempt to trip Arthur’s aunt, Lady Windermere, on the stairs fails, and Arthur is nearly smothered to death by his butler and the anarchist, Podgers 
attempts to blackmail Arthur, having learned of his attempts to bring forward the murder.

To kill two birds with one stone, Arthur pushes Podgers into the Thames late one night.  Podgers survives, but is then unmasked as a blackmailer AND a fraud.  
It seems that his psychic predictions are all phony!  With that, Podgers commits suicide. 

Now free to marry Sybil, knowing that he will not commit murder, Arthur hurries off in his carriage.  Finding a stray, smoking bomb (placed there by 
Winkelkopf in the hope of blowing-up another relative) Arthur throws it out of the window.  It explodes and he is taken away by the police for disturbing the 
peace. 

The curtain closes as Baines phones The Times to place the now customary notice of postponement of the wedding.

Extract 

Attached below is a short extract from the play, to give you an idea of the style.  This extract is from near the beginning of Act One.  We've been introduced to 
Arthur, Baines and Sylvia.  Arthur's relatives are due to arrive for a dinner party...
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