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Clare Groome is to be congratulated on her very successful directorial debut,
especially given the choice of play. It was not a ‘run of the mill’ piece but one which
required imagination to make it a constantly moving and interesting entertainment for
the audience. She achieved this most effectively.
Within the limited facilities of the Brook Hall, and perhaps almost because of them,
the few props and furniture on stage created a perfectly adequate school setting and
were all that was needed.
The three actors set the various scenes quickly and efficiently all as part of the
action, and their being on stage the whole time worked really well. The fast pace
never faltered.
All three of them are to be commended on excellent performances, and I should
imagine that acting would continue to be an important part of their lives in amongst
the other plans they have for their individual futures. I hope so.
They played a multitude of characters and all of them convincingly but I particularly
liked Suzi Braggin’s Hobby, Thomasins Breslin’s Mrs Parry and Jack Breslin as Salty.
Suzi also made a good gym mistress, very prissy, but it would be unfair and untrue to
say that any one of them was more confident or capable.
Because the girls were older they were perhaps a little more credible in some roles
but if the purpose of the play was that they should all take on all parts then they did
this brilliantly. We met just about every one to be found in a school environment
including a very unhelpful caretaker, a variety of teachers ranging from shy through
encouraging to self-important and of course the school kids, mostly with ‘attitude’.
This was a challenging project for all concerned and, although hard work, I imagine
the three actors had a great time. They had an enormous number of lines to learn
and I don’t believe there was a prompt when I attended.
The music chosen and the sound effects were very good too. Although the lighting
was limited it was nicely plotted and operated.
Congratulations to everyone involved in putting on the production. I’m sure that Suzi,
Thomasina and Jack were delighted, and also appreciated the fact that Clare gave
them the opportunity to present the play once more.
The young people of Ottershaw are fortunate to have someone like Clare who has an
interest in youth theatre and it was good to chat with her in the interval.
Thank you for inviting me to see this unusual production. It was funny, a true
reflection of school life and poignant at the very end when the children were leaving. I
enjoyed it very much.
E. Gloria Smith
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