
ON THE RAZZLE 
Audition Pack 

Ottershaw Players present On The Razzle By Tom Stop pard 

Directed by Peter Moore.  07930 451317.  Email peter.c.moore@gmail.com 

Audition Dates 

Read-through for members of Ottershaw Players on Monday 5th January, 7.30pm.  
Public auditions on Monday 12th January and Thursday 15th January, also at 7.30pm.  
All to be held at New Haw Community Centre.  

If anyone is interested in auditioning for this production, but is unable to make either of the audition dates, please contact Peter Moore 
ASAP. 

Production Dates / Location 

The show week commences Sun 24th May 2009 at the Rhoda McGaw Theatre, Woking.  Performances are Weds 27th to Sat 30th May.  
A possibility of a matinee on Sat 30th May has been mooted. 

Rehearsals  

We will rehearse on Sunday evenings and one other evening - probably Thursday - each week.  The last couple of weeks we will probably 
go to three rehearsals per week.  Sunday rehearsals at Brook Hall.  Weekday rehearsals at a venue to be decided - probably New Haw 
Community Centre. 

Period  

1900 Vienna - costume to be in keeping with the period.  The city is going through a fashion craze for all things Scottish, so there is a 
LOT of tartan.  

Synopsis  

The play is a farce, in two acts, requiring either 7m/7f or 8m/6f. Set in 1900, the action takes place in various locations: Herr Zangler's 
shop; the road to Vienna; Mme Knorr's shop; a café; Miss Blumenblatt's apartment and Miss Blumenblatt's garden, amongst others. 

"Why do I have a sense of impending disaster?" Herr Zangler, a linguistically challenged successful greengrocer in suburban Vienna, 
muses halfway through the first scene. He's about to go into town to wine and dine a wealthy widowed milliner, Madame Knorr, while 
packing off his ward and niece Marie to his sister-in-law, Miss Blumenblatt, to prevent her from eloping with an impoverished gentlemen, 
Sonders. Little does he know that his chief clerk, Weinberl, and apprentice, Christopher, are going to close up shop for a day of adventure 
on the town, that his niece is wearing a Scottish outfit on precisely the day that everyone in Vienna is in the grips of a Macbeth-and-Sir-
Walter-Scott-inspired highland fashion craze, and that all these people, along with his fiancee's widowed friend, Frau Fischer, his newly 
hired servant, Melchior, and various waiters, policemen and servants, including a rump-obsessed coachman, will end up, in various 
disguises, tartans and states of dress and undress in the same fashionable restaurant. "One false move," Zangler concludes, "and we'll have 
a farce on our hands."  



Character Notes   

There are 8 major characters (3m/4f, 1m/f) to be played by a single actor each and around 21 other parts to be played by 2f and 3m actors, 
doubling-up with between 2 and 4 roles each.  The "other" parts are anything but minor.  The play is a real ensemble piece and I have tried 
to make sure that everyone has a decent chunk of the play to work on - nobody should have fewer than 10 pages, though by necessity, 
some of this may be spread out a bit.  Additionally, two actors might be portraying "Lightning", a horse! 

Weinberl (M) 

Age 20s - 40s.  The head clerk at Zangler's grocery emporium.  Clever, witty, easily bored.  Decides to go 'On The Razzle' to Vienna 
while Zangler is away. 

Christopher (F) 

Age 20s - 40s.  The male junior clerk at Zangler's shop.  Younger than Weinberl, but respects him deeply.  Happy to go along with any 
scheme of Weinberl's.  Traditionally played by an actress. 

Zangler (M) 

Age 40s - 60s.  Owner of Zangler's grocery emporium.  Employer of Weinberl and Christopher. Engaged to Madame Knorr.  Perpetually 
angry and prone to spoonerisms and malapropisms. 

Melchior (M/F) 

Age 20s - 40s.  Zangler's new manservant.  Cheeky and sharp, but still ends up outwitted by the two shop-boys.  Could be played by a 
man or a woman. 

Marie (F) 

Age 20s - 30s.  Zangler's niece and his ward.  Works in the shop.  Pretty and clever.  Loves Sonders and dreams of marrying him.  

Sonders (M) 

Age 20s - 30s. Marie's penniless lover.  Despised by Zangler, owing to his lack of prospects.  

Madame Knorr (F) 

Age 30s - 50s.  Zangler's fiancee.  Owns and manages a fashionable haberdasher shop in the centre of Vienna.  

Frau Fischer (F) 

Age 30s - 50s.  A wealthy widow.  Friend of Mme Knorr.  Weinberl pretends to be her husband in order to avoid Zangler in Vienna.  

Other named characters with fewer lines are also available and will be doubled.  Below is a chart showing the proposed doubling of each 
character in the play.  Characters grouped together are to be played by the same actor. 



  Character   

1 WEINBERL M 

2 CHRISTOPHER F 

3 ZANGLER M 

4 MELCHIOR M/F 

GERTRUD 

MISS BLUMENBLATT 5 

GERMAN WOMAN 

F 

6 MRS FISCHER F 

7 MADAME KNORR F 

8 MARIE F 

9 SONDERS M 

LISETTE 

PHILIPPINE 

SCOTTISH WOMAN 
10 

RAGAMUFFIN 

F 

COACHMAN 
11 

HUPFER (tailor) 
M 

WAITER 1 

FOREIGNER 12 

SCOTTISH MAN 

M 

GERMAN MAN 

CONSTABLE 

LIGHTNING 1 
13 

WAITER 3 

M 

WAITER 2 / BUSBOY 
14 

LIGHTNING 2 
M 

 
In addition to these ‘named’ parts there are also sundry customers, townsfolk, etc, to be played by whoever is free at that part of the play. 

Audition Pieces 

Following are various pieces from the play which will form the basis of the auditions.  There is at least one piece for each major character.  
You will not be expected to learn any of these pieces prior to audition, but obviously, some familiarity with the contents will be helpful to 
you.



Zangler & Gertrud  

  



Sonders & Zangler 

 
 



Melchior & Zangler  

  



Weinberl & Christopher  

 
 



Christopher, Weinberl & Zangler  

  



Mme Knorr, Mrs Fischer & Weinberl  

  



Coachman & Zangler 

 
 



Miss Blumenblatt & Lisette 

  

 


